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Note s  f rom the  de sk  o f  the  Execu t ive  D i r ec to r  

  pri l  28,  2008 marked the 2-year  anniversary  of  the  creat ion of  Nu 

Rho Psi ,  The National  Honor Society in Neuroscience.  I t  has  been a  

terr i f ic ,  dynamic t ime as  our  re lat ively  new society continues  to grow 

and promote excel lence in the brain sc iences .  We reached several  

milestones  this  year.  We inducted our  100 th member (Nick Grisak,  Alpha 

chapter  in Ohio,  Baldwin-Wallace College) .  We inducted our f i rst  

honorary member of  the society (Dr.  Larry Squire) .  With the addit ion of 

a  Nu Rho Psi  chapter  at  the Univers i ty  of  Southern Cal i fornia,  our  

society now has  chapters  in a l l  of  the nat ional  regions (as  speci f ied in 

our Constitution and By-Laws) – 14 chapters  total .  Perhaps most 

important,  we have begun our outreach act ivit ies  and,  this  fa l l  wi l l  

sponsor  our  f i rs t  Nu Rho Psi  t ravel  grants  that  wi l l  help send some of  our  

members to the Society  for  Neuroscience  and Faculty  for  Undergraduate  

Neurosc ience  meetings.  As our membership grows,  so wil l  the 

opportunit ies  to promote excel lence in neuroscience research and 

scholarship. 

I  welcome your involvement and ful l  part ic ipat ion as  we continue to 

expand our membership and programs.  Feel  f ree to contact  me with your 

ideas and suggestions:  nurhopsi@bw.edu 

Best, 

G .  Andrew Mick ley,  Ph .D.  
Execut ive  Di rec tor,  Nu Rho Ps i  
P ro fe s sor  and  Cha i r,  Neurosc ience  P rogram 
Ba ldwin-Wal lace  Col lege  
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Denison  Chapter,  

Granvi l l e ,  OH  

Denison’s  Nu Rho Ps i  

chapter  had i ts  f i r s t  

induct ion dinner in Apr i l  

2008 (see photo on page 

3). 

The f i rs t  b ig project  

that  Denison Nu Rho Ps i  

students completed was 

the product ion of  an 

audio vers ion of  “Bra in 

Facts”.  As you may know, 

“Bra in Facts” i s  the book 

that SFN distr ibutes for  

students who are studying 

for  Bra in Bees.  With 

permiss ion f rom SFN (and 

Norbert  Mysl insk i ,  of  the 

Brain Bee) we created the 

Bra in Facts  audio book so 

i t  could be downloaded 

on to iPods.  You are free 

to download i t  f rom the 

Denison Neurosc ience 

website: 

http: / /denison.edu/ 

~matthewsn/ 

nurhopsi .html 

The Denison Nu Rho Ps i  

s tudents are a lso 

present ly recording the 

other  book that  i s  used 

for  the Nat ional  and 

Internat ional  Brain Bee. 

Nu Rho Tracts Feature Story 
In  Ju ly  o f  2006  the  neurosc i ence  f acu l ty  and  s tudent s  a t  Bay lo r  Unive r s i ty  

r ece ived  word  tha t  one  o f  our  s en ior  neurosc i ence  major s ,  Kemi ,  was  nea r  dea th ,  

a f t e r  ro l l ing  her  SUV to  avo id  a  veh ic l e  tha t  had  c ros sed  over  in to  her  l ane .   The  

neurosc i ence  communi ty  a t  Bay lo r,  inc lud ing  the  member sh ip  o f  Nu  Rho  Ps i ,  

p l ayed  a  ro l e  in  her  succes s fu l  r e tu rn  to  campus  l i f e  and  g raduat ion .   Th i s  i s  he r  

s to r y.    - -  J o e  Acho r,  Bay l o r  

Kemi’s  Story 

“Mrs .  Yemi -e se ,  I ’m sor r y  to  say  tha t  Kemi  i s  t ak ing  her  l a s t  b rea th .  Be  

p repared  to  ident i fy  he r  body.”  

These  a re  the  words  tha t  echoed  in  my mother ’s  mind  a s  my fami ly  raced  

f rom Hous ton  to  Waco  fo l lowing  my acc ident  in  Ju ly  o f  2006 .   I  su rv ived  the  

acc ident ,  but  was  g iven  the  p rognos i s  tha t  I  might  not  have  any  f ee l ing  o r  motor  

cont ro l  f rom the  neck  down fo r  the  r e s t  o f  my  l i f e .   Two days  a f t e r  th i r t een  hour s  

o f  su rge ry  on  my neck  and  l eg ,  I  began  to  exper i ence  hyper sens i t iv i ty  to  touch ,  

r e su l t ing  in  subs tant ia l  pa in  in  a rea s  o f  my  body  s t i l l  innerva ted  and  th i s  

cont inues  to  th i s  day.   A l though I  have  r ega ined  some sensor y  and  motor  

funct ion ,  I  have  quadr ip leg ia  w i th  subs tant ia l  pa ra ly s i s  in  a l l  four  l imbs  and  

cont ro l l ed  movement  on ly  o f  my  head  and  neck .   In  my fami ly  I  am the  o ldes t  o f  

f i ve  ch i ld ren ,  the  r e spons ib le  one ,  the  ca re take r  and  pro tec to r  o f  my  s ib l ings ;  to  

me  th i s  in jury  took  a l l  tha t  away.  

Be fo re  my acc ident  I  was  f ac ing  my l a s t  s emes te r  a t  Bay lo r  Unive r s i ty  a s  a  

neurosc i ence  major  w i th  a  minor  in  s tud io  a r t .  I  had  p lans  to  go  to  medica l  s choo l  

and  I  wanted  to  work  in  the  ex t remely  cha l l eng ing  f i e ld  o f  p sych ia t ry  o r  

neurosurge ry.  I  s aw myse l f  p rac t i c ing  back  home in  Nige r i a  in  my mother ’s  f r ee  

c l in i c s ,  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence  in  the  hea l thca re  sy s tem and  in  the  l i ve s  o f  peop le  who 

dese rve  be t te r.   Whi le  do ing  outpat i ent  the rapy  I  made  rea l  s t eps  towards  r e -  

enro l l ing  in  s choo l  and  one  yea r  a f t e r  my  acc ident ,  I  r e tu rned  to  Bay lo r  Unive r s i ty  

in  the  fa l l  o f  2007.  

I  had  some f ea r s  about  s t a r t ing  s choo l  aga in ,  l i ke  how I  would  be  r ece ived  by  my 

f r i ends  and  c la s smates ,  and  jus t  how I  would  be  ab le  to  manage  academica l ly.   I  

r ece ived  the  suppor t  o f  the  S tudent  wi th  Di sab i l i t i e s  o f f i ce  a t  Bay lo r  (Of f i ce  o f  

Acces s ,  Lea rn ing ,  and  Accommodat ion) ,  my  pro fe s so r s  in  the  neurosc i ence  and  

psychology  depar tment ,  and  my f r i ends .  My  in i t i a l  obs tac l e  was  f ind ing  re l i ab le  

he lp  to  manage  my e ighteen  hours  o f  ca re  pe r  day  seven  days  a  week .   A f te r  many  

weeks  o f  in te rv iewing  ca reg ive r  app l i cant s ,  I  was  a l l  s e t  w i th  a  commit ted  ca reg ive r  

one  week  be fore  s choo l  s t a r t ed .   Unfor tunate ly,  a f t e r  ju s t  one  week  she  in jured  her  

l eg  and  cou ld  no  longer  g ive  me  a s s i s t ance .   I  was  ve ry  fo r tunate  to  have  my 

mother  s t ay  wi th  me  a t  s choo l  dur ing  th i s  t ime ,  but  I  knew she  cou ldn ’ t  s t ay  long ,  

a s  she  had  a l r eady  been  wi th  me fo r  about  a  month  and  needed  to  r e turn  to  work .  

As  i t  would  take  t ime  to  a r range  fo r  another  ca reg ive r,  I  r eached  out  to  f e l low 

Continued, page 4 
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Nu Rho News is 
looking for photos 
of your chapter 
activities. 

Send your photos 
to Sandi Brabb at 
brabb@wsu.edu. 

Dr. Mickley, Nu 
Rho Psi Executive 
Director, resting 
his brain during a 
backpacking trip. 

Denison University's 
Nu Rho Psi Chapter 
member induction 
dinner. 



2008-2009 Conferences  

SYNAPSE  i s  p l ann ing  the i r  nex t  

mee t ing  in  2009  a t  Co l l ege  o f  

Cha r l e s ton ,  Cha r l e s ton ,  Sou th  

Ca ro l i na .   See  h t tp : / /www.co fc . edu/  

s ynapse /  fo r  upda te s  and  fo r  

i n fo rmat ion  about  l a s t  yea r ’s  mee t ing .  



The  mos t  r ecen t  MIDBRAINS  

con fe rence  was  he ld  a t  Maca l e s t e r  on  

May  3 ,  2008 .   Check  fo r  the  nex t  

mee t ing  da te  a t :   

h t tp : / /www.maca l e s t e r. edu/  

m idbra incon fe rence / .  



The  12 th  annua l  N .E .U .R .O .N ’s  

con fe rence  was  he ld  November  8 ,  2008  

a t  S immons  Co l l ege  in  Bos ton ,  

Mas sachuse t t s .   The  keynote  speake r  

was  K l aus  M iczek  

f rom Tu f t s  Un i ve r s i t y.   H i s  t a l k  was  on ,  

“Why  do  ave r s i ve  soc i a l  s t r e s s  

expe r i ence s  p romote  in tense l y  

r eward ing  d rug  t ak ing?  Common 

mo lecu l a r  adapta t ions . ”  Check  fo r  the  

nex t  mee t ing  da te  a t :  h t tp : / /  

www.a lbany.edu/neu ron/con fe rence /  

index .h tml .  



G. Andrew Mickley, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Baldwin-Wallace College 
275 Eastland Rd. 
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Fax: 440/826-8549 
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 St. Mary's College 
St. Mary's City, MD 

University of Scranton 
Scranton, OH 

University of Southern 
California 

Los Angeles, CA 

University of St. Thomas 
St. Paul, MN 
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If your chapter has news for 
Nu Rho News, please e-mail 

your information to Ruth 
Grahn, regra@conncoll.edu. 

Nu Rho News is published 
Nov. 1, Feb. 1, and May 1. 

s tudent s  to  f i l l  i n .   D r.  Achor,  my  Neurosc i ence  Adv i so r  and  one  o f  the  p ro fe s so r s  who  

v i s i t ed  me  in  the  hosp i t a l ,  a s ked  me  about  my  phys i ca l ,  emot iona l ,  and  sp i r i tua l  

r ead ju s tment s  and  I  sha red  w i th  h im about  the  l o s s  o f  my  ca reg i ve r  and  the  bu rden  

on  my  mothe r.   I n  r e sponse  he  con tac ted  the  two  neu rosc i ence  o rgan i za t i ons  he  

adv i s e s  (Nu  Rho  P s i  and  the  Bay lo r  Neurosc i ence  Soc i e t y )  and  a  number  o f  s tudent s  

gene rous l y  vo lun tee red  to  he lp .   Sho r t l y  the rea f t e r  D r.  Achor  c r ea ted  an  on l ine  

ca l enda r  to  coo rd ina te  the  vo lun tee r s  i n  mee t ing  my  needs .   One  o f  the  member s  o f  

Nu  Rho  P s i  took  ove r  the  ca l enda r  du t i e s  and  ma in ta ined  con tac t  w i th  r egu l a r  sh i f t  

worke r s  and  backups .   The  ca re  I  r ece i ved  f rom unde rg radua te  and  g radua te  

s tudent s  i n  the  Bay lo r  neu rosc i ence  commun i t y  i nc luded  d re s s ing ,  ba th ing ,  pe r sona l  

hyg iene ,  accompan iment  a round  campus ,  no te - t ak ing ,  and  a s s i s t ance  w i th  mea l s .  

W i th in  a  coup le  o f  week s  th ree  fu l l - t ime  ca reg i ve r s  we re  h i r ed  to  t ake  ca re  o f  me  

th roughout  the  r ema inde r  o f  the  yea r.   I  f ee l  b l e s sed  tha t  so  many  s t epped  up  to  

he lp  and  cont inued  to  th ink  about  me  th roughout  my  rema in ing  t ime  a t  Bay lo r.  

A s  a  whee l cha i r -bound  s tudent ,  I  c ame  to  r ea l i z e  the  d i f f i cu l t i e s  o the r s  had  f aced  

in  nav iga t ing  the  campus  and  negot i a t ing  wha t  fo r  mos t  i nd i v idua l s  we re  m ino r  

annoyances .    E ven  a  two- inch  d i f f e r ence  in  s ec t ions  o f  conc re te  s idewa l k s  tha t  o the r s  

j u s t  s t epped  ove r  s eemed  l i k e  a  f au l t  up l i f t  be tween  t ec ton i c  p l a te s !   The  

su rp r i s i ng l y  rough  te r r a in  o f  campus  caused  me  f r equent  neck  pa in ,  spa sms ,  and  

embar ra s sment  when  I  wou ld  be  th rown fo rward  by  unde re s t imat ing  the  s l ope  o f  a  

r amp.  A l though  my  whee l cha i r  was  moto r i zed ,  my  l im i t ed  con t ro l  o f  a rm and  hand  

movement s  made  cont ro l l i ng  the  j oy s t i c k  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t .   I  wanted  to  be  a s  

i ndependent  a s  pos s ib l e ,  bu t  I  f ound  numerous  in s t ance s  whe re  I  needed  the  he lp  o f  

s t r ange r s  o r  my  ca reg i ve r s .   E ven  the  in s ide  door s  o f  ou r  new sc i ence  bu i ld ing ,  wh i ch  

fu l l y  met  the  s t anda rds  s e t  by  the  Amer i cans  w i th  D i sab i l i t i e s  Ac t ,  we re  an  obs tac l e  

fo r  me .   I ’ ve  had  the  r a re  oppor tun i t y  to  expe r i ence  co l l ege  l i f e  ab l e -bod ied  and  a s  

a  quadr ip l eg i c ,  and  I  am now an  advoca te  fo r  those  w i th  d i s ab i l i t i e s .  

I n  the  nea r  fu tu re  I  hope  to  do  ano the r  exh ib i t i on  o f  my  a r t ,  w r i t e  a  ch i ld ren ’s  book  

and  go  th rough  more  the rapy,  i nc lud ing  work  w i th  P ro j ec tWa l k ,  i n  San  D iego ,  CA  

and  Aus t in ,  TX .  The  the rapy  i s  ma in l y  exe rc i s e  ba sed  and  focused  on  ge t t ing  

ind i v idua l s  w i th  sp ina l  co rd  in ju r i e s  to  wa l k  aga in .   I  am exc i t ed  to  pa r t i c ipa te  w i th  

them,  a s  I  have  a l r eady  seen  much  improvement  myse l f .   A l though  I  wou ld  l i k e  to  

have  fu l l  r ecove r y,  I  do  no t  want  my  l i f e  to  r evo l ve  a round  ge t t ing  back  wha t  I  l o s t .    I  

want  to  work  w i th  Teach  fo r  Amer i ca ,  go  th rough  a  pos t  bacca l au rea te  p rog ram and 

then  app ly  to  med i ca l  s choo l .    I ’ v e  l ea rned  f rom th i s  acc iden t  tha t  l i f e  may  t ake  

unexpec ted  tu rn s  and  my  p l ans  shou ld  be  f l ex ib l e  and  I  shou ld  be  g rounded  in  my 

f a i th  enough  to  ad ju s t  to  the se  tu rn s .  - -  Kemi  

Kemi's Story, continued 


